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 (Quote)  In this hour the glory of the Lord is filling HIS TEMPLE!  In sons there is 

coming expression of the true ministry of priesthood before God and unto God.  God 

is raising up within His chosen ones an establishment of worship in the Spirit and by 

the Spirit.  Men have done all sorts of things and called it worship!  Rituals, 

ceremonies, liturgies, singing, lifting up the hands, loud praises, shouting, and 

dancing have all been accepted as worship unto the Lord.  I do not mean to say that 

those things are not of God.  But God is doing a new thing!  The command has gone 

forth, “Rise, and measure the altar!”  God would have us examine all our religious 

concepts of worship, lay the plum-line upon them, take the reed like unto a rod and 

assess the very essence of them, and learn by the Spirit what true worship is!  No 

longer shall it be contingent upon a gathering of people, no longer shall it be an 

outward show, a response to the command of men to stand, sing, raise the hands, 

clap, dance, speak in tongues, and praise the Lord, but it shall be worship that 

springs and flows from the inner sanctum of our inner son, ignited and energized by 

the fire of God upon the altars of our own hearts.  It shall never draw attention to the 

worshipper, or to worship itself, or be dictated by man, for if man must coax and 

coach and manipulate then it is not true worship, not in the spirit  and not by the 

spirit.  Oh, yes, there is a worship that glorifies the Lord in the heavenly places of 

the Spirit.  How our hearts yearn for this!  Many have found themselves cut off and 

devoid of everything they once thought was worship, and this has led to some 

questionings about what their spiritual status is, but fear not, my beloved.  What you 

thought was worship probably was not true worship at all; do not lust after the leeks 

and garlic of Egypt!  They are pleasant and taste good, but they are the food of the 

house of bondage.  The Lord is cutting off all former realms, everything we thought 

to be worship, and leaving us void that we might finally recognize by the “measure 

of the altar” the true worship that is born of the very spirit of sonship!  All the 

former heavens we have dwelt in are rolling up as a scroll, and we are even now 

being ushered  into a new heaven with a brand new atmosphere of HIS presence and 

glory.  Aren’t you glad!      

 And just what is God’s purpose?  “Ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests.”    

Notice the connection between “kingdom” and “priests.”  Since kingship was 

virtually the only type of government or state known in the ancient world, 

“kingdom” could well be translated today as a “government” or “state.”  A 

GOVERNMENT OF PRIESTS!  A PRIESTLY STATE!  A HOLY NATION OF 

PRIESTS!  God offered to Israel this glory of being a “kingdom of priests.”  ALL 

the tribes were to be priests.  Because of their failure to believe God and enter the 



land at Kadesh-barnea and because they made and worshipped a golden calf while 

Moses was on the mountain receiving God’s law, only one tribe was chosen to be a 

priestly tribe — and that not on behalf of the world, but on behalf of the unbelieving, 

rebellious people of Israel!  God’s purpose remains, however, to have an entire 

nation of priests in the fullness of what priesthood means.  Israel collectively was to 

be a royal and priestly race, a dynasty of kings and priests, each member uniting in 

himself the attributes of king and priest.  Every man a king!  Every man a priest!  

Every man as a Melchizedek!  A kingdom of priests! 

 The Greek Old Testament (Septuagint) states that they were to be “a 

priesthood of kings.”  It was intended to be the way of life, the office, the nature, the 

ministry of all Israel, not just a selected few.  Israel’s would be a priestly way of life, 

with priestly dignity, priestly power and authority, priestly holiness and priestly 

character.  God’s kingdom people were to be a priesthood set at the crossroads of the 

world to minister to all tribes and nations the things of God.  They would become 

the holy people, the mediating and blessing nation for all the other nations.  Ah, 

beloved, there is a realm of living and ministry that goes beyond just being a 

Christian, or attending church meetings, or going through the motions of so many 

religious activities.  God has always wanted a kingdom of priests!  Priests and kings 

— just like Jesus!  One of the chief reasons for the weakness and immaturity of the 

popular church is the mistaken idea that the saint’s blessing here and happiness in 

heaven is the main object of God’s grace.  A fatal error!  God’s aim is far holier and 

far higher.  He chooses out of the nations a people, inworks into them all the triumph 

of HIS REDEMPTION, all the victory and power of HIS LIFE, that they in turn 

shall carry out His redemptive purposes on behalf of the whole creation.  A Royal 

Priesthood!  Ah, that is God’s aim, His purpose of the ages. 

God has always wanted a priesthood.  The priesthood is foundational to the 

outworking of His redemption and central to His plan of the ages.  Oh, beloved, 

come, let us now open our hearts wide to Him!  Come, and as we gaze upon this 

glorious ministry and its life-flow to all the families of the earth, let us yield 

ourselves unto God that He may work His wondrous work in our lives, bringing us 

into such union with Jesus, the High Priest of our profession, that we become in 

nature and power His ROYAL PRIESTHOOD in the earth!  The manifestation of 

the sons of God, for which all creation is in travail, is nothing more nor less than the 

full manifestation of God’s fully developed and empowered body of KING-

PRIESTS AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK!  You may feel  very weak, 

insufficient, unworthy, and helpless in the light of such a high calling, my beloved;  

but those apprehended to this ministry are still in the process of preparation.  That is 

precisely why the call  goes forth in this hour, “Rise, and measure the temple…and 

them that worship therein!”  Does it bother you, this being measured?  It is 



necessary that the Lord reveal to our hearts just how we measure up to the nature of 

priesthood, and just where we lack in that gracious spirit.  There must be an 

inspection!  Do we have a priestly heart?  Do we have a compassionate heart?  Do 

we have a merciful heart?  Do we yearn to be a vessel for His purpose more than life 

itself?  Are we willing to be dealt with, chastened, corrected, purged, purified, 

changed, and transformed?  Do we welcome the man with the measuring rod? (end 

quote.) J. Preston Eby. 

 


